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Raw Responses as Raw Material

Drawings by Williams, Humphrey and Sisto Deal With Social [ssues in Fearless. Highly Personal Ways
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' RAW: Claiming a Corner of Primal Space at UCI Gallery
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Cosilaged [ram FI
scesetal labom Lhe double-edged
progsire to be 3 sexy “man ikller,”
Oither issies are clags- and race-
driven, such as Lhe puspicion- delv-
pull belween mid-
dle-class whites and blacks,
By employing charmingly
“retro’ cast af eltural fcons and a

- dizzily exaggeraied style, Sisto diss

‘arme wiewers Inte paying close
alleiption and—in comman with
many ciher younger arilsts la-

- day—exposes Whe perky inpocence

of the 19508 &5 3 Lime of massive
Tepiession Bnd apprESEion that
coplinues inloour own lme

Humpheey’s mixed- media drasw-
ings are rendered in an updated
version &l Surrealiam thal also
[requently refers Lo Uve Big Liels)
af 1he 508

His sbicure Fei mesmeérizing
wark seems pafbizularly concerned
with skowed inlernal states, aral

fizations and familial relatinns.
Siik, any atiempls e decipher his
drearn- ke Imagery aee necessisi-
Iy provisional and limited.

A loaming infant's face dripping
scummy arange liguid from its chin
serves as Lhe primagy image in
“Drinking,” in whizh the lace of
the woman in a kissing cosple s
repeatled as an almesl unrecagnae-
abile rubbery mask. [We're besn
with the oral urge; the urge Lo blol
cul iznbearable reality comes 1aker
but i jusl as heipiess and insigi-
edil. )

The supine ligure 1bag person?
vietam? ) in "Spill [ cozes aver Lhe
prodnd, squashing 8 dog and spill-
inp liguid oul uf 3 batlle; twa huge
puleny cEEs sprawl on top of the
weenn, Allached iy a single wigcous
threald 1s thiz atioul valnerabiliny?
Lile as a series of wnhicky chain
regeqeans” 1% [ar fram clear, Lail

the weird physieality of Lhe mage-
¥ is memarahle,

A man amd a small girl whose
bodies grow Logether like Siamese
Lwing deminale “Snowman,” which
alza {ncorporales the (mage of a
spowman with inigicaiely gnaried
arms suwspended on a thread of
sipelchedout chewing gume The
dumhb fragility of a chewing. gum
Ughtrope=Lhe seggeslion of fa-
ther-daughter pastimes Lhal actu-
ally were fraudulent and insul-
stanlial, perhaps because the bond
bietwern Lhe Lwo was impropesly
close—pereadies Lhe pcce,

Humphirey's Insouciant  menizl

Icaps, his infantibe insislence, his
flambeyanl wisions and his il
sepse ol scale produce work thal
dredges up all meapner of prickly
thoughts and visions, and simply
refuzes Lo supply 3 comiort 2one of
Cog it answors.

o' Mepan  WWillams, fwvid Hume=
cphrey anad Elena Siste" conlinues
through Mo, & af ke Fine Arg
Galiery, UC fruine foff Bridge
Boael ). Hours: sown To § pome Tuess
days through Saiurdays. Adniisson:
free. Mrgan Willizns gives o Jrer
lofk obowml Aer wark fomight @l
{7I4) A50-0610



